THE  MEANS  OF  LIFE

Sorbtere reported how their members "built
laboratories, made machines, opened mines, and
made use of an hundred sorts of artists to find
out some new invention or other." It was this,
the shrewd Gaul foresaw, that in a future age
was to give England the commercial leadership
of the world.24

In all this activity of the English breadwinner
there was little hindrance from the State. The
old restraints of the medieval corporate State
survived in theory rather than in practice, and
were everywhere falling into disuse. Taxes,
after the crushing exactions of the Interregnum,
were low, and direct taxation, save in time of war,
almost negligible. Most of the royal revenue
was raised by the indirect impositions of Customs
and Excise, and the former protected English
industry quite as much as the latter penalised it.
And wherever Customs duties proved excessive
they were mitigated by the wholesale smuggling
that immediately sprang up, for in those police-
less days the laws of supply and demand easily
overrode the paternal intentions of governments.
On Romney Marsh the illicit export of wool
(which was called "owling") and the import
of brandy, wine and tobacco proved so profit-
able that it maintained a whole population of
11                        161